REBUILDING   AFTER   BATTLE
'You're            me a big question/ I answer laugh-
ingly. 'Rum properly issued, under supervision, tot
at a time to          an officer being responsible for the
issue, which must be in his presence, no man forced
tc take it against his wish, no pooling of tots being
put into the tea brew, each tot being drunk when
issued, in the presence of an officer, is a medicine^
ordered only by the divisional commander on the
advice of Ms principal medical officer. It is a tem-
poral}7 restorative in times of great stress. Where
the harm             in is where the regulations con-
cerning the issue of rum are not obeyed, or when
youngsters get the taste for strong drink by first
drinking rum as a matter of routine and so acquiring
the habit of it. The best thing? really, would be for
the doctors to discover a better restorative If they
can which is not alcoholic, and better still abolish
war ourselves and thus do away with the cause which
creates the effect. Misguided people at home have,
I know, scandalised the army by saying we dope
men with nun to make them attack. Such utterances
are utterly unworthy of the British race and a slander
on our men.'
Breakfast over, I ask Army to come to my room.
'Now look Sere/ I say? 'I went out on patrol with
you for two reasons last night. First to teach you a
lesson; secondly to reconnoitre for my own satis-
faction. I hope I have succeeded in the f;rst task;
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